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THE CHILDREN OUT IN GRUBBYLEA 


ARE ALL AS BLACK AS BLACK CAN 
IN POOLS OF MUD THEY GAILY PRANCE® Eqs, os 
AND NEVER WASH BY ANY CHANCE. 


AT DINNER-TIME THEY THINK IT FUN 
TO- LICK THE DISHES: ONE BYoONE: 
ANDAN- THE PICTURE YOU WILL SEE 
WHAT LITTLE PIGS THEY ARE AT TEA. 


CLEAN PETER COMES AND SAYS,“OH DEAR! 
WE WANT SOME SOAP AND WATER HERE” 
HE GOES TO BED AND IN THE NIGHT 

HE FINDS A WAY TO PUT THINGS RIGHT. 


TO GRANNY SPONGE'S HOUSE HE GOES — 
AND MAKES THE PRETTIEST SPEECH HE KNOWS: 


=- 


“OH GRANNY DEAR I BEG AND PRAY 
THAT YOU WILL GIVE ME HELP TO-DAY, 
THERE’S NOT A SPONGE IN GRUBBYLEA, 
SO LET ME TAKE SOME BACK WITH ME.” 


_ NEXT TO THE STURDY MAN OF CANS. 
PETER,. IN HASTE, UNFOLDS HIS PLANS. 


“OH CAN-PAPA YOU WILL AGREE 

THAT CHILDREN MUST NOT DIRTY BE. 
YOUR JUGS AND BASINS LARGE AND GREEN 
‘ARE QUITE THE BEST I'VE EVER SEEN.” 
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THEN PETER LATER IN THE DAY 
SEEKS OUT THE SOAP-MAN DEAF AND GREY. 


HE SHOUTS, “OH DEAR PAPA, I HOPE 
YOU MEAN TO GIVE ME ALL YOUR SOAP, 
IN GRUBBYLEA TLL UNDERTAKE 

TO FIND A CHILD FOR EVERY CAKE.” 
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THE BRUSH PAPA IS JUST THE MAN 
TO MAKE A BARGAIN IF HE CAN; 


BUT PETER IS A BOY OF SENSE, 
WHO DOES NOT HAGGLE OVER PENCE. 
BRUSHES HE BUYS OF STIFFEST MAKE 
AND COMBS THAT NOBODY COULD BREAK. 
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BENDING BENEATH HIS TREASURED LOAD 
PETER NOW TAKES THE HOMEWARD ROAD, 
WHILE ON IN FRONT IN FRIENDLY TALK 
BASINS AND JUGS TOGETHER WALK. 
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THEN PETER IN A CORNER STANDS 
A PAIR OF PINCERS IN HIS HANDS. 


THE BOY HE SEIZES SCREAMS WITH 
FRIGHT, 
BUT PETER HOLDS HIM FIRM AND 
| TIGHT; 


THE OTHER CHILDREN WILD WITHFEAR 
TAKE TO THEIR HEELS AND DISAPPEAR. 


PETER TIES TOMMY TO A CHAIR 
AND THEN BEGINS TO CUT HIS HAIR- 
WHILE TOMMY HOWLS TO SEE HIS 
LOCKS 
FALL DOWN UPON THE GROUND IN 
SHOCKS. 


NOW PETER THINKS, -OH WHAT A TREAT 
FOR TOMMY TO BE CLEAN AND NEAT} 
I'LL GET A NICE NEW SPONGE FOR HIM 
AND FILL THE BASIN TO THE BRIM.” 


PETER NO SOONER TURNS HIS BACK 
THAN TOMMY’S OFF IN HALF A CRACK. 
THE RASCAL AT THE VERY SIGHT 

OF WATER RUNS WITH ALL HIS MIGHT. 


BUT WHAT CLEAN PETER’S ONCE BEGUN 
HE NEVER LEAVES UNTIL IT’S DONE. 


SO TOMMY’S CAUGHT AND CANNOT GO 
UNTIL HE’S WASHED FROM TOP TO TOE; 
AND SOON HE LOOKS SO PINK AND WHITE, 
HE FAIRLY GLISTENS IN THE LIGHT. 


NEXT PETER FINDS THREE NAUGHTY BRATS 
WHOSE LITTLE HEADS ARE ROUGH AS MATS. 


ALTHOUGH THEY TURN AND TWIST ABOUT 
HE FIRMLY COMBS THE TANGLES OUT. 

AND WHEN THEIR HAIR IS SMOOTH AND NEAT 

THEY ALL GO PROUDLY 

DOWN THE STREET. 


THEN POLLY BY THE BASIN STANDS | 


THAT SHE MAY WASH HER FACE AND 
HANDS, 

_ |WHILE JENNY TAKES A TOWEL FINE 

___|AND RUBS HER ARMS UNTIL THEY SHINE. 
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THE LITTLE GIRLS NOW EVERYWHERE 
BRUSH AND COMB AND PLAIT THEIR HAIR. 


GRACE PLAITS JANE AND JANE EACH MAKES A PIGTAIL FOR HER 
PLAITS FAN, FRIEND 

FAN PLAITS MAY AND MAY PLAITS } AND TIES A RIBBON AT THE END. 
ANNE; 


THEN GRANNY SPONGE SAYS, «PETER DEAR 
YOUR PLAN WILL TAKE TOO LONG, I FEAR. 


SINCE MY ADVICE YOU CAME TO ASK 

I NOW WILL HELP YOU WITH YOUR TASK 

THE LITTLE CHILDREN TWO BY TWO 
IN MY BIG TUBILL : 

WASH FOR YOU.”£.\ _, 
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THOUGH PETER DOES HIS VERY BEST __ 
ONE BOY WILL NOT BE WASHED AND DRESSED. 


SEE THERE HE STANDS, HIS DIRTY FACE 

THE LAUGHING-STOCK OF ALL THE PLACE. 
THE SPONGES SHOCKED AT SUCH A SIGHT 
WINK AT THE JUGS WHO LAUGH OUTRIGHT. 


“OH GIRLS”, SAYS PETER, “I SUPPOSE 
YOU'D LIKE TO LEARN TO WASH YOUR 
CLOTHES; 
I'VE BROUGHT A TUB, AND NOW WELLL 
SEE 


A WASHING-DAY IN GRUBBYLEA.” 


NOW THAT THE GIRLS HAVE LEARNED 
THE WAY 
THEY RINSE AND IRON ALL THE DAY: 
THEIR DIRTY CLOTHES THEY RUB AND RUB 
AND CHATTER AT THE WASHING TUB. 


WHENEVER IT IS NICE AND FINE 

THEY HANG THEIR LINEN ON A LINE; 
AND THERE BETWEEN THE APPLE-TREES 
THEY LET IT FLUTTER IN THE BREEZE. 


AND THINK HOW PETER NOW ENJOYS, 
DOWN BY THE STREAM, TO SEE THE 
BOYS, 
WHO WERE SO BLACK A MONTH AGO, 
ALL GAILY SPLASHING IN A ROW. 


THE CHILDREN OUT IN GRUBBYLEA AND PETER’S LIVING THERE TO-DAY, 
ARE ALL AS CLEAN AS CLEAN CAN BE. THE CHILDREN BEGGED HIM SO TO STAY, 
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